Tidy Towns Competition 2024

Adjudication Report
Centre.  Carraroe - An Cheathru Ret. 1768
Rua
County. Shigo Mark. 292
Categiy: B Date(s). 15/07/2024
Maxinmem Mark Mark
Mark Awarded 2023 Awarded 2024
Comrnunity - Your Planning and waksement B0 48 a8
Sresscage & Publc Places 80 32 34
Green Spaces and Landscaping 80 a4 35
Mature and Biodiverstty in your Locality &85 a5 25
Sustainabdity — Doing moee with less 55 15 16
Tdiness and Litter Control a0 60 52
Residential Sraels & Housing Areas 55 K | K7
Approach Roads, Streels & Lanes &5 3a 40
TOTAL MARK 550 283 292

Community - Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanail agus Rannphairtiocht:

Fade chuig Comonas Na mBailte Stachimhara Super Valu don biviain 2024. Taimid buioch dacibh as ueht na
higntrata a chur chugann, agus guimed gach rath ar bihile geusd sibre amach anseo. Adh M

Wedocome 1o the Super Valu Tidy Towns Competition lor 2024, W thank you lar your entry, and wish you all the
Best in all your future work. Good luck.

Camaroe - An Cheathrs Rua, a wilage covering 17 ownlands with & population of 1500 has entered the competiton
for the last 24 years and has a commillee wilh a core |eadership ream with 30 reguiar volunlears with the support of
another 38 who volunteer lor special events.,

- Your commiltee CADRA holds a meeting each month and an Annual General Meeting.

- Support is received from a range of local and national ocganisalions and businesses and you have ligison
meetings with the Engineeting, Waste Managameant and Parks Departments of Sligo Co Council to ensure your
davelopment plans are in keeging with the overall plans of the statseny bodes. Sligo Caounty Coundl is invilved in
facilitating your Spring Clean, and your ‘See Something Say Something’ campaign. You continge o have excallent
relations and liaise regulany wih 5 Municipad District County Councilloes,

- Yoo communacate with the putlic via 2 Whal's Apg Text Group which has 140 members. You use pasters
and the Carraroe lacal nodes in the Sligo Champion and Sligo Weekender newspapers lo publicise your work and
the notes provide a mechansm o reaching a large section of (he community. bn addition, Church announcements,
events, Meelings elc. relevant 1o your commiltees’ aclivities are all advertised in the local Church bull#in. On yaur
websile www.cadrae and Facebodk page, your events are also widely publicized. You post photos to generate
ntecast in projects you are undenaking 10 increase local awareness and budd momenlum.

- You engage closely with local schools and meet regulany with the principal of Carraroe National School 1o
keep him updated of your activities. Wall done to Carraroe Naticnal Schos! which has been awarded 6 green llags.
1t is noted that the schodl has a very active and progressive hiodiversity programme with its own ganden and it i
guod that you are supparting thelr work. The imalvement of the schodl childen in all your activilies & positively
nated including the installation of & rainwalsr harvesting Sysiem.

- The adjudicator is pleased 10 read that your eflons in lerms of manpower, investment and action ensures
ihat you can all be prowd of Casraroe a5 a place to live and work. 1t is notewsnthy Bal your ongoing activities ensure
1he enviranment i which visitees are greated with is welooming, clean and pasitive.

The colkoured map provided with your Entry Form shawing the main roads and features of the village was of good
qualily ahaough lacked the necessary delail. The insemicn of & hand wrillen legend ol projects 1-12 on the map was
helplul. For néxt year § would be good to distinguish batween the new projecls camed oul from angoing
mantenance work Hems on the map.




Thse quality of the application foem was gaod and concise with photos displaying the work camied owt. The use of red
text 10 highdaht the timing of prajects worked well. The adjudicator’s assesament s based an a recent site wisil and
ihe condents of the apphication loem, which (s suitably concise al 13 pages long - wall done. The el inseed on the

form was easy 1o read.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sraid-Dreach & Aiteanna Poibli:

. You have included a range of projects both new and angeng No.s 1-6 undear the Commurity Involvement
and Planaing Section on the faem, which should rightully be included wder ofher Calegones. Nevarthaless, you
have perlormed very well regarding the implementation of theae very wintbrwhile projects, whech have all made a
diflerence to the overall presentation and environmental sustainabdity of your area.

- You are dealing willy the issue of building dereiction in & pro-aciive way and the agudicator is pleasad o
read that the derdlict house reterred 1o in lasl year's repan has now been demalished and hedging has been planted
around the area - thanks are due 1o he owner of Tis propeny.

- We comemencad aur visil at the centre of the wilage in the vicinly of the Carrarce Community Centre. The
building was freshly painted and very well presented and we nated e nearby stone planter with alractive rose
planting and CADRA Tidy Towns ‘oollection paint’ sign. Stons Doundary walls in this area impressed as did the neat
and tidy presentation of all the buildings.

- The adieining Church groands were well maintained with afiractive Irée and shrub planting and nicely
paved areas. The rainwalar harvesting system was pastively naled herg. The striking wall mural on the gable of the
Community Centre was canainly eye-catching.

- The neaty stone wall and rose planting located lacing the cie park area in the center of the village
enhances this area considarably and this was maintained 1o a high standand. Consider providing tree planiing oo the
wacan gravel area all the entrance to the Church car park area.

- O the roadside margin between the car park and the road, the grassed anea is populated with numerous
concrede billards, It is swggested that these bollards should be removed as they are probably no longer necesgary
and generally datract liom the visual appearance of the area. The nearby overhead barrier would aiso benafit from a
coat al paint.

- We greatly admired the colouul herbacaous planting beds and the rees along 1he readside margin near
e Wesghbridge area, which enhance the radside anvironment and peremater of the car park, There appears 1o be
a sign migsing near the sealing area and Ihe lree libragy? The tree library was found to be lreshly painted, clean and
wviting with a good selection of books auailable. The cycle parking facilities here were also posilively noted as was
the new Sorbus planting and rainwales harvesting arrangaments in the weinity of the weightwidge. Kesp an eya on
tree lies and stakes here 1o ensure no damage & causad, which might hinder their future establishmend.

- The weighbeidge bulding could G0 with a refresh of paint in the nat-loo-distant future, it would be desirabie
1o introduce some wild fliower meadows in this araa in the nterest of Modiversity. The Martin Redly car sales
pramises loaked well as did the boat planter leature neartyy. The removal ol the canceate ballards would enhance
1he general presentation of thie area oonsideratly, The Ox Eye daisies localed along the loolpath 1o the rear of the
Mgl\bﬂdg& were greatly admired.

The Wellpets.ie premises was well presantad with & neat and lidy frontage along the road. The ‘Be Green
and Keep Cararog Clean’ sign was positively noted and i is eviden! 1hat this & having the desired effec). The water
pump and Noeal displays also enhanced this area. The colourful plantars lacated on the gravel sland signilicantly
enhance the road eminans.

- We called o the Carrarae national school, Scoil Naomb Eanna and noted the beawilully presented
grounds with attractive tree and perennial fower plantings which were in full bBlooem. The school garden kcated 1o
the réar was also positivaly noled. The prowgion of additonal ree planting on the wide paved foolpaths an the
approach 1o the school coukd be consaderad far the lubure,

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spasanna Glasa agus Tirdhreachu:

L You mention two projects No.s B and 9 wnder this category involving the maintenance of planting beds at
e weighbridge and al the roundabout.
- We called Lo the amenity apen space with car park area enclosed willy an altractive stone wall and admired

the cantral paved area with seating and tree planting. There is an opponunity 1 nwoduce some wildiower
meadows i this parkland area, pamicularly around the base of (he tees whers Qrass Mamienancs (s more
dﬁh:xlIL The waoden seating could do with a relresh soon.

Floral schemes and permanant plantings in 1he village, at the large roundabouts and along approach reads
were graally adrmired addng an eye-catching splash of calowr lor road users.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Lacality / An Ddlra agus an Bhithéagsulacht i do cheantar:

- Yoo have nol incledad any peojects for consideration this yeas under this calegorny. Howeses, lar next year
wois might fiest consider consalling the Tedy Towns Handbook which provides very useful advice as to how you may
approach Nature and Biodversily issues in your lacaity inlo ihe fulure.

. With the recent introdection of the Nalure Restoration Law and concems ragerding ongaing biodiversity
hoss there will be greater emphasis on pratecting and reslanng habitals acfoss Europe in the futumn & national bvel_
Are there any habitals locally in or near Carraroe village which merit restoration o lurther protection? Perhagps you
can pragress the devsiopment of pocket lorests using native rees? Are there Cllizen Scienics prajects or local Nara
and fauna surveys which can be iniliated by your comenigtee in conjunction with the local achoaol. The igsue af
NVESIVE Spesies management might alse be considerad, where this is an issue locally e, Giand Hagweed



‘Sustainability — Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Méran ar an mbeagan:

L Under the heading o sustainability, you have parnneared with the Sligo ATU Power lor Change project,
mwalving students who are designing an innovalive raiwaler hanesting systam 1o be pioted in Carraroe. i will be
nteresting 10 see the outcome of this project, which involves & rainwater harvesting system, wishout the usual
expansive ool area o catch water,

- As with the previous category, lor next year you right consider consulting the Tidy Tewns Hardbook,
winich provides very usetul advice and infoemation, on how 10 appreach the category of Sustamability - dong mdee
with less. There is @ mave lowards more edible towns and cities inlg the Tuture and you might consides aptions for
the development of suitable community orchard and lruit'vegetable garden in your area. This could be developed in
conjuncton with the proposed rainwaler harvesing project.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialt Bruscair:

- It i& noted that you have a team of Bter pickers who lilker pick along each mad weekly all year. Well dons
1o them and their continuing ellons 1o keep Carraros reat and lidy at &l imas,
“ Oin the day of adudication, the village area was found 1o be generally liter and clulter tree

Residential Streets & Housing Areas [ Sraideanna Cénaithe & Ceantair Tithiochta:

- You have not inchedad any peojects lor oonsileation this year under this categony. However, lor next year
you might fest consider consuling the Tidy Towns Handbook which pravides very uselul advice as 1o how you may
appmadb the entancement of your residential sresls & housng areas,

We called o he estale known locally as The Hawthoms' and adrired the |ong access road into this
esiate, The access road i enhanced with dense planting on bolh sides and good loolpaths lor pedestrian access.
This well-presented estate has elevated scenic views across the adoining bndscape. Internal open spaces are
augmented with good lree planting and attractive Soundary fencing and shrub plantings. Same trées have
succumbed o Ash deback disease and will need (o e replaced belore 100 0ng,

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes ! Boithre Isteach, Sraideanna & Lanai:

- Yoo are ligising with Sligo County Councd with an ambition 1o have the road entrance and existing
approach fo the village at Carrarae Hill landscaped and imgeaved. It is noted that work on this project has
commenced with |e installation of a major dramage system loliwing which a perennial plantng schame will 2
canmed out.

- Al approach roads in the wicinity of Cararoe wilage are maintaned 1o & high standard with attractive Thaeal
displays and permanant planting enhancing roundabouws and roadside marging. Where possible consider planting
nats hedges along concrele block wals and providing wildliower strips where this S appeoplate on the wider
marging. The removal of concrate bollards which detract from the appearance of the read environs should be
conssdered, in Ihe inlerest of biodiversity, il 15 suggesied hat you encourage e devalopment ol gaod natural
wegatation slong roadsides. The spraying of herbicide was nated along sections of road salely lence and this
Fngacts on biodiversity and generally datracts trom the presentation of marging. It is suggested that the planting of
suitable irees and the roadside margin near the saction of douhle mber fencing at the entzance 1o the village
should be considerad for the future.

- Ve called 1o the Tobar Mal Holy Wedl ite. This is a very peaceful space oentred around the very ancient
Holy Weall localad in & wooded area near the road. The gile |5 very accessible wilh good visior signage and & neal
and tidy car parking area. Mature trees provide shefter and shade, which together with numesaus shiines and gentle
Bpping of the stream, conveys a greatl sense of serenily and oy 10 the visilor. You are commended far you
continued care and allention to this Fngariant site,

Concluding Remarks:

Cararoe has good potential to progress well in the compelition. Keep an eye on the categonas of the compeatition 1o
ensure ey aban with the infarmation you provide on the form. All of your projects and engoing actions are helping
toimprove the local sense of pride and balonging, which is quite evident from reading your entry form. You are
wished well lor the future.,



